Comparative study of ceftriaxone and spectinomycin in the treatment of uncomplicated gonorrhea in women.
Single-dose ceftriaxone, 125 mg given intramuscularly, was compared with spectinomycin 2.0 g given intramuscularly in the treatment of women with uncomplicated gonorrhea. Cervical or anorectal gonococcal infection was eradicated in 54 (98 percent) of 55 women treated with ceftriaxone and 22 (96 percent) of 23 treated with spectinomycin. Cure rates for pharyngeal gonococcal infections were nine of 10 for ceftriaxone and four of eight for spectinomycin (p = 0.18). Neither agent eradicated concurrent Chlamydia trachomatis infection. The geometric mean minimal inhibitory concentration for ceftriaxone was 0.0038 microgram/ml for 65 pretreatment cervical isolates of beta-lactamase-negative Neisseria gonorrhoeae and all isolates were inhibited by 0.063 microgram/ml. Neither drug caused perceptible toxicity, but patient acceptance was better for ceftriaxone than for spectinomycin. A single 125 mg dose of ceftriaxone is an excellent regimen in the treatment of uncomplicated gonorrhea in women.